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Oisín Geoghegan, Chair of the network of Local
Enterprise Offices

“Apart from immediate cashflow problems, people are
looking for sound advice on weighing up their options.
They may need to cut back their workforce and this is
always very difficult for employers; while another aspect
is the impact of isolation, not being able to network,
meet suppliers and customers face to face, share ideas,
share problems and feel supported.”

We are living through extraordinary times and everyone,
regardless of age, gender or nationality is affected
by the current global crisis. But many small business
owners have the added concern of whether they can
weather the storm until the country gets back on its
feet again.

But despite the very real fears facing many business
owners, the Chair of the Local Enterprise Office Network
says there is Government support available such as the
new Business Continuity Voucher which is designed
for businesses across every sector which employ up to
50 people.

Oisín Geoghegan, Chair of the Network of Local
Enterprise Offices, says endurance is the key concern
amongst many small business owners across the
country.

Worth up to €2,500 in third party consultancy costs,
it can be used by companies and sole traders to develop
short-term and long-term strategies to respond to the
Covid-19 pandemic.

“For a huge number of small businesses, survival is the
over-riding objective at this time so making the right
decisions is crucial,” he says.

“The goal is to help companies make informed decisions
about what immediate measures and remedial actions
should be taken, to protect staff and sales,” he says.

LocalEnterprise.ie/Response

Helping your business
respond to COVID-19
visit LocalEnterprise.ie/Response
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businesses in real need can
access this easily and quickly
by applying through their LEO.

they can guide clients, so
they have the best prospects
of putting together a strong
application.
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PRACTICAL HELP
∫ If you employ less than 10
people and your business
is impacted by COVID-19
(resulting in a reduction of 15%
or more in turnover or profit),
AND you are having difficulty
in accessing Bank finance, you
can apply for the Microfinance
Ireland COVID-19 Business Loan
for up to €50,000. If your loan
is approved, you will receive
a six-month moratorium on
repayments during which there
will be 0% interest charged.
∫ Worth up to €2,500 in third
party consultancy costs,
the new Business Continuity
Voucher can be used by
companies and sole traders
to develop short-term and
long-term strategies to respond
to the Covid-19 pandemic.
∫ LEOs are providing all mentoring
and many other services
completely free of charge to
businesses which need help.
LEOs can also offer a three
month freeze on any refundable
aid repayments being made to
them, to help take the pressure
off cashflow.
∫ The Trading Online Voucher
Scheme, under the National
Digital Strategy, can help
small businesses add payment
processing facilities or booking
systems to their websites so
they can trade more online.

